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Action: On July 9, the President removed the three remaining members1 of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission
(EAC), disabling the Federal agency responsible for administering funding for state and territorial election administration and
providing information about election administration. Because the four-member agency requires approval from at least three
commissioners to take official action, it is unable to act until new members are nominated by the President and confirmed by
the Senate.2

Trusted Insights for What’s Ahead®
Along with the Federal Election Commission (FEC) which enforces civil law aspects of campaign finance laws, the EAC
is one of two Federal agencies that focus exclusively on elections.

The EAC was established3 by the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) of 2002, which established new mandatory standards
for states in several key areas of election administration and authorized Federal funding to help states meet those
standards. HAVA tasked the EAC with assisting states on HAVA compliance and distributing funds to the states.
Congress structured the agency as bipartisan, limiting it to no more than two members from the same political party.

The CEO Center has repeatedly cited the EAC’s election administration resources in its series of Solutions Briefs on free
and fair elections. In its recent Solutions Brief, A Stable Democracy at 250: Trusted Elections as the Foundation, The
CEO Center recommended that administrators use EAC’s Best Practices for Election Technology4 as a guide to assess
their processes and that the public use it to better understand the security measures in place as a means to build public
trust.

Without commissioners, the EAC cannot conduct routine business, update the Federal voter registration form, revise
voting-system standards, distribute funds to states, or advance its testing and certification work for voting systems.
Because many states rely on EAC certification before purchasing or using voting equipment, a prolonged vacancy could
create operational uncertainty during the 2026 election cycle.

The removals follow the Supreme Court’s decision in Trump v. Slaughter5 which expanded Presidential authority to
remove members of multi-member independent agencies.

What this means for business: Employers should not expect immediate changes to voting rules, which are set
primarily by state and local law. However, businesses should monitor downstream effects on election administration,
including possible delays in Federal guidance, voting system certification, or state election funding that could affect
election operations ahead of the 2026 midterms. 

If Federal funding or guidance is delayed, states may need to identify additional resources to support election
administration, including voting technology, staffing, security, and voter education and may seek partners in that
effort.

For business leaders, the development increases the importance of using trusted civic education resources, such as
Tbe CEO Center’s Elections Toolkit, to support nonpartisan employee education on local voting procedures and poll
worker recruitment.
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https://www.conference-board.org/research/solutions-briefs/a-stable-democracy-at-250-trusted-elections-as-the-foundation
https://www.conference-board.org/publications/newPublication/fileDownload.cfm?masterProductID=87273&filename=CED%5FA%20Stable%20Democracy%20at%20250%5FTrusted%20Elections%20as%20the%20Foundation%5F12%20May%5FElections%2D2026%2DToolkit%5F15%20May%2Epdf&labelname=Elections%20Toolkit


https://www.votebeat.org/national/2026/07/09/trump-fires-election-assistance-commission-members-hicks-hovland-mccormick/1.

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?edition=prelim&path=/prelim@title52/subtitle2/chapter2092.

https://www.eac.gov/about/help_america_vote_act.aspx3.

https://www.eac.gov/sites/default/files/electionofficials/security/Best_Practices_for_Election_Technology_508.pdf4.

https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/25-332_qn12.pdf5.
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