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Policy Backgrounder: Immigration Protections 

and Work Eligibility Extended to Venezuelan 

Migrants 

September 22, 2023 

Insights for What’s Ahead: 

The Department of Homeland Security announced the extension and redesignation of Temporary 

Protected Status (TPS) for Venezuelan migrants, allowing 472,000 individuals who arrived in the US 

between March 2021 and July 2023 to apply for temporary protection from deportation, while extending 

the status of existing TPS beneficiaries for 18 months.  

• Significantly, the redesignation also grants hundreds of thousands of Venezuelan nationals 

immediate eligibility to apply for work authorization — important to some US city leaders — while 

a separate announcement outlined new efforts by the Administration to accelerate processing 

times for work permits from 90 days to under 30 days. The Department of Homeland Security has 

estimated that roughly half the migrants currently living in New York are Venezuelans who would 

be affected by the decision.  

• Border crossings began to rise over the summer after falling drastically earlier in 2023, raising 

new challenges for the Administration to address border enforcement and to find new legal 

pathways. 

• The Administration’s previous immigration actions and its use of expanded humanitarian parole to 

grant legal status to greater numbers of incoming immigrants have faced legal challenges led by 

Republican states, while Congress continues to debate broader issues on immigration. 

DHS Expands TPS Protections for Venezuelan Migrants 

On Wednesday, September 20, Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas announced the 
extension and redesignation of Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for 18 months, citing 
extraordinary and temporary conditions in Venezuela that prevent individuals from returning safety. “We 
are accordingly granting them the protection that the law provides,” Mayorkas said, “[h]owever, it is critical 
that Venezuelans understand that those who have arrived here after July 31, 2023 are not eligible for 
such protection, and instead will be removed when they are found to not have a legal basis to stay.” 

The TPS redesignation provides sweeping temporary protection from removal as well as employment 
authorization for Venezuelan nationals arriving in the US before July 31 who successfully apply to the 
program. The previous TPS designation for Venezuela granted protection to those arriving before March 
2021. The redesignation opens the status to the record number of Venezuelans who have reached the 
US in the past two years. According to the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), there are roughly 
242,700 TPS beneficiaries under Venezuela’s existing TPS designation, while approximately 472,000 
more Venezuelan nationals may be eligible under the redesignation. DHS has estimated that roughly half 
the migrants currently living in New York are Venezuelans who would be affected by the decision.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/20/nyregion/biden-adams-migrants.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20230920&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=55089363&segment_id=145281&user_id=4bfcfc815eb68e91838096fbb362c1bf
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/20/nyregion/biden-adams-migrants.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20230920&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=55089363&segment_id=145281&user_id=4bfcfc815eb68e91838096fbb362c1bf
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/20/secretary-mayorkas-announces-extension-and-redesignation-venezuela-temporary
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/20/secretary-mayorkas-announces-extension-and-redesignation-venezuela-temporary
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/venezuelan-migrants-thousands-legal-status-work-permits-u-s/
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/20/secretary-mayorkas-announces-extension-and-redesignation-venezuela-temporary
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/20/nyregion/biden-adams-migrants.html?campaign_id=60&emc=edit_na_20230920&instance_id=0&nl=breaking-news&ref=cta&regi_id=55089363&segment_id=145281&user_id=4bfcfc815eb68e91838096fbb362c1bf
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Extending work authorization to a broader population of migrants has had the support of a bipartisan 
group of lawmakers, as well as being a key priority for Democratic policymakers and leaders of large 
cities including New York, which have struggled to house and support asylum seekers. Meanwhile, a key 
priority for Republicans remains advancing H.R. 2, the Secure the Border Act, which passed the House in 
May. That bill seeks to restrict the Administration’s ability to provide parole through new definitions limiting 
the reasons for which parole may be granted. 

The Administration separately announced this week its aim to accelerate work permits for immigrants 
from Venezuela, Haiti, Cuba, and Nicaragua who have achieved “parole” status in the US and for those 
who have applied for TPS status, lowering the processing time to under 30 days compared to 90 days 
currently. However, accelerated work authorization will not be offered to individuals who cross the border 
illegally and seek asylum, who are required by law to wait for six months to receive work permits. 

In lieu of granting the full TPS designations, the Administration in January announced a “humanitarian 
parole” program that would allow 30,000 migrants in total from Venezuela, Haiti, Cuba, and Nicaragua to 
enter the US each month under a “sponsored” program, under which a US supporter was required to 
initiate the parole process. Applications from sponsors have overwhelmed the monthly cap, with US 
Citizenship and Immigration Services reporting 1.5 million applications through April, compared to 
100,000 approvals. In the latest numbers through August, officials had processed nearly 200,000 
migrants under the sponsor initiative, including roughly 58,900 Venezuelans, 67,900 Haitians, 43,100 
Cubans and 30,700 Nicaraguans.  

That move was aimed at decreasing border crossing by providing an organized, lawful path for entry. The 
sponsorship initiative had been paired with a policy of returning migrants from the four Latin American 
and Caribbean countries who cross the southern border illegally to Mexico, which agreed to take back 
migrants from those nations. The combination of returns to Mexico with the sponsorship program initially 
led to a sharp drop in illegal border crossings by migrants from the four countries, whose governments 
were unable to accept large numbers of US deportations because of diplomatic or operational reasons.  

However, border crossings have begun to rise in recent months, challenging the Administration to find 
new solutions to deal with the issue. Arrests from illegal border crossings Mexico topped 177,000 in 
August (up nearly 80 percent from June), according to a US official who was not authorized to discuss 
unpublished numbers. The Administration also said Wednesday that it would use Defense Department 
forces to support Homeland Security staff on the border, where Homeland Security already uses about 
2,500 National Guard troops to help Customs and Border Protection and is expected to allocate up to 800 
new active-duty troops to be used for logistical activities to free up Customs officials for more front-line 
responsibilities. 

While the Administration has authority to unilaterally expand TPS, the Administration’s border strategy 
has faced numerous legal challenges. The parole program created in January is currently awaiting a 
ruling from a Texas US District Court judge after the case was heard in late August following a lawsuit 
brought by 21 Republican-leaning states. Those states have argued that the Administration has usurped 
the power of Congress to determine legal immigration levels using the humanitarian parole program that 
amounts to 360,000 immigrants annually, arguing that parole power is meant to be used on a case-by-
case basis. Those legal challenges risk knocking down a pillar of the Administration’s carrot-and-stick 
approach to handling immigration. According to comments from the White House, shutting down the 
parole program would “almost certainly” cause Mexico to rescind its agreement to accept turned-away 
migrants from the four countries.  

Conclusion 

The Administration has pursued a number of methods to address the immigration crisis that form a carrot-

and-stick approach that both seeks to open additional legal pathways while addressing border security 

and enforcement. The expansion of work authorization to several immigrant populations is a welcome 

development, pushed for by bipartisan groups of lawmakers. However, the redesignation of recently 

https://apnews.com/article/migrants-work-permits-democrats-biden-c173aa553cd4b14ec05ddb2cb56e9e5f
https://www.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/271-23/mayor-adams-urges-biden-administration-provide-expedited-emergency-paths-work-authorization#/0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2
https://www.dhs.gov/news/2023/09/20/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-takes-new-actions-increase-border
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/01/05/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-new-border-enforcement-actions/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/us-migrant-sponsorship-program-cuba-haiti-nicaragua-venezuela-applications/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/immigration-parole-policy-biden-migrants-court-texas/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/sharp-drop-illegal-us-border-crossings-continued-february-rcna75204
https://apnews.com/article/migrants-work-permits-democrats-biden-c173aa553cd4b14ec05ddb2cb56e9e5f
https://apnews.com/article/biden-immigration-border-migrant-venezuela-b914be14aaeef14eb01bd10ee23067f4
https://apnews.com/article/biden-immigration-border-migrant-venezuela-b914be14aaeef14eb01bd10ee23067f4
https://apnews.com/article/asylum-limits-biden-border-c118ee7190c58f85bcf5db1e2a270429
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/immigration-parole-policy-biden-migrants-court-texas/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.txsd.1903141/gov.uscourts.txsd.1903141.244.0.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/immigration-parole-policy-biden-migrants-court-texas/
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arriving Venezuelan migrants for TPS highlights a contentious debate on the Administration’s use of TPS 

and humanitarian parole to boost legal immigration.  

While enacting immigration reform of any type will remain difficult in a divided Congress, the return of 
rising border crossings will place increasing pressure on the Administration to take action, even if facing 
legal and political challenges.  

For more information addressing immigration challenges and the economic role of foreign workers, see 
CED’s Solutions Briefs, Immigration Reform: An Essential Key to Growth and New York City: Rebuilding 
A Future Focused Economy, Part II.  
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