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The Conference Board Leading Economic Index™ (LEI) for the U.S. Increases Again

Fourth Consecutive Increase

NEW YORK, August 20, 2009...The Conference Board Leading Economic Index™ (LEIl) for the U.S.
increased 0.6 percent in July, following a 0.8 percent gain in June, and a 1.2 percent rise in May.

Says Ken Goldstein, Economist at The Conference Board: “The indicators suggest that the recession is
bottoming out, and that economic activity will likely begin recovering soon. The Coincident Economic
Index was flat in July — the first time it did not register a decline since October 2008. The Leading Economic

Index, which has increased for four consecutive months, suggests that the CEIl will turn positive soon.”

The Conference Board Coincident Economic Index™ (CEl) for the U.S. was unchanged in July, following 0.4
percent declines in both June and May. The Conference Board Lagging Economic Index™ (LAG) declined
0.3 percent in July, following a 0.7 percent decline in June, and a 0.6 percent decline in May.
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Summary Table of Composite Economic Indexes

Leading index
Percent Change
Diffusion

Coincident Index
Percent Change
Diffusion

Lagging Index
Percent Change
Diffusion

n.a. Not available p Preliminary
Indexes equal 100 in 2004
Source: The Conference Board
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101.0
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